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and keeping in touch with police

stations. Reinforcing them were

283,000 digital volunteers , who

acted as the eyes and ears of the

law enforcement agencies so

that ground intelligence was

obtained in real time. For each

police station, there were 200

digital volunteers and 10

C-PLAN app users to help

secure peace.

UP police also mounted

aggressive cyber patrolling to

ensure that no misinformation

or fake news was spread

through content platforms via

the internet. Barring a planned

five-hour outage in Aligarh, the

internet was working in UP as

the state police engaged more

than 300,000 users for trying to

disturb the peace. As many as

600 accounts were blocked, 42

cases registered and 77 persons

taken into custody for posting

objectionable material by the

state police as cyber cells in all

districts went into hyper drive.

The objective was clear -- that no

communal incident should take

place; human lives took prece-

dence over cyber liberty.

With the law and order situa-

tion under control as of now, the

state police, aided by security

agencies, have not gone back to

their barracks but is actively

engaged in patrols on the

ground and in cyber space to

prevent any communal

flare-up. Law enforcement has

been helped by leaders of the

two communities, who have

been successful in sending a

message of peace and communal

harmony.

 The Ayodhya chapter, it

seems, has finally closed, with

the past burying its dead.

state administration at least a

month in advance with all sides

engaging religious and intellec-

tual leaders of both communi-

ties. Muslim community leaders

had proved their mettle in the

past when they engaged their

flock in ensuring that their

youth did not join the rabid

Islamic State. It is to their credit

that hardly 100 men were won

over by the group in a country

with over 180 million Muslims.

With 24 X 7 backup from the

Research and Analysis Wing

(RA&W), Intelligence Bureau

and Military Intelligence, the

UP state police led from the

front, with more than 10,000

meetings being held with com-

munity leaders at the level of

police stations and districts.

The communication plan app,

or C-PLAN, developed as a pilot

by UP police, came to the aid of

police stations with over 20,000

volunteers linking to the app

tus was galvanised by National

Security Advisor Ajit Doval,

who is not accompanying PM

Modi to the BRICS (Brazil, Rus-

sia, India, China, South Africa)

summit in Brazil this week and

staying put in Delhi to monitor

the situation in both Ayodhya

and Kashmir. 

UP chief minister Yogi Adity-

anath, along with DGP Singh,

handled the law and order in a

state which had over 16,000 com-

munal hot spots and 31 districts

categorised as ultra-sensitive

and 16 as sensitive. The state

police identified 1,700 places

where religious radicalization

or communal incidents had

taken place. Simply put, the

state is a security nightmare for

planners.

The plan to ensure peace and

tranquillity post the Ayodhya

judgement was put in place by

the Centre, including the minor-

ity affairs ministry, and the

E
xactly 24 hours after

Saturday’s historic

Ayodhya judgment

by the Supreme

Court, Uttar Pradesh

director general of police (DGP)

Om Prakash Singh sent a mes-

sage to all his 75 district police

chiefs to go and pat the backs of

men deployed at five static

police posts of their choice for

upholding law and order. He

also directed the district chiefs

to ensure adequate rest for men

of the overstretched 300,000-

strong police force.

Three days after the verdict

and serious concern among

both communities of a possible

breakdown of law and order,

peace is holding despite contin-

uous instigation from Pakistan-

based terror groups, particu-

larly the Jaish-e-Mohammed

(JeM). Unlike the aftermath of

the December 6, 1992 demolition

of the disputed structure in Ayo-

dhya, when large parts of the

country erupted in communal

violence, the Ayodhya court

verdict has been taken as clo-

sure by the two communities.

The peace was achieved

through meticulous security

planning and clear-cut direc-

tions from both Prime Minister

Narendra Modi and home min-

ister Amit Shah to the state

administration, paramilitary

forces and intelligence agen-

cies. 

The national security appara-

N O  B R E A K D O W N  O F  L AW  A N D  O R D E R  

Centre’s detailed security planning 
ensured peace post-Ayodhya verdict 

SHISHIR GUPTA
E X E C U T I V E  E D I T O R

BEYOND THE 
NEWS

n Security personnel stand guard at the Sarayu river in Ayodhya on 
Tuesday. AFP

Smriti Kak Ramachandran
n smriti.kak@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  Prime Minister Nar-

endra Modi on Tuesday chaired

a meeting with a small  group of

Union ministers to deliberate on

the setting up of a trust that will

have the mandate to decide on

all matters related to the con-

struction of a Ram Temple in

Ayodhya, said a Bharatiya Jan-

ata Party (BJP) functionary

familiar with the matter and

who spoke on condition of ano-

nymity.

Tuesday’s meeting starts the

process of setting up the trust,

which will be under the purview

of  the Union ministry of home

affairs.

On Saturday, the Supreme

Court, in its order on the Ram-

janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid

title suit, gave the  government

three months from the date of

the judgment to set up  such a

trust. 

“The apex court has given the

central government the powers

to decide [on] issues related to

the land and construction. So as

per the directions of the court, if

the centre needs to purchase

additional land around the site

Temple, said the body  wants the

government to ensure that

“only Hindus” are part of the

trust and that “instead of gov-

ernment representatives they

should take on board members

of socio-religious bodies”.

“We also want the trust that

will be set up to construct the

temple as per the model that was

designed by Chandrakant Som-

pura, use the stones that have

been collected and carved over

the years to be used for the

grand temple and use only funds

collected by the people,” Jain

said.

Sompura is a Gujarat-based

architect who was asked to

design the Ram Temple by the

late VHP supremo Ashok Sing-

hal. His father, Prabhakar Som-

pura, was the architect of the

Somnath Temple in Gujarat.

On whether the VHP has

made any other suggestions so

far; Jain said reports of the body

having suggested that the model

of the trust being created should

be that of the Somnath Trust or

the Badrinath Trust were incor-

rect. “Each temple follows its

own policy and has its own char-

acter; there can’t be a single

model to fit all,” Jain said.

PM heads ministers’ meet 
on Ayodhya temple trust
POST SC ORDER Govt has 3 months to form trust, VHP wants ‘only Hindus’ to be part of body 

for the construction of the tem-

ple, it  can do so,” said another

person aware of the develop-

ment who asked not to be

named.

The SC, in its judgment, said,

“…the Central Government will

be at liberty to make suitable

provisions in respect of the rest

of the acquired land by handing

it over to the trust or body for

management and development

in terms of the scheme framed in

accordance with the above

directions.”

Even as the government is yet

to reach out to stakeholders

such as the Ramjanamabhoomi

Nyas to take on board their sug-

gestions, the Vishwa Hindu Par-

ishad (VHP), which  set up the

Nyas, wants the government to

be kept out of the trust that will

be formed.

Surendra Jain, international

joint general secretary of the

VHP, which  led the campaign

for the construction of the Ram

n A model of  the proposed Ram temple displayed at Karsevakpuram 
campus in Ayodhya on Tuesday. AFP

Daylight robbery
Police said robbers shot and injured two jewellers, killed the driver of an SUV

Three jewellers reach Barauni railway station 
from Kolkata by Kathgodam Express. They 
are carrying three bags containing jewellery

Three unidentified assailants on a 
bike waylay the car and start 
shooting

The driver is killed, two jewellers 
suffer bullet injuries, while the third 
escapes unhurt. 

The robbers flee 
with jewellery 
worth Rs 25 crore

They get in an SUV to reach Begusarai. A driver is 
at the wheel.

Avinash Kumar
n letters@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: Armed robbers escaped

with gold and silver ornaments

worth ₹25 crore on Tuesday after

shooting and injuring two jewel-

lers and killing the driver of a

sports utility vehicle (SUV)  in

which they were travelling  in

Bihar’s Begusarai district, the

police said.

The incident took place in the

Thakurichak neighbourhood

under the limits of the Garhara

police outpost. The police said

the two jewellers suffered gun-

shot injuries and a third person,

another jeweller, was unhurt.

The slain driver was identified as

Dipak Kumar.

The incident took place

around 9 am, an hour after the

three jewellers, all from Begus-

arai town reached Barauni from

Kolkata by train, and were on

their way home after buying

jewellery from wholesalers in

the eastern metropolis. The

three, identified as Prince Soni,

Abhya Kumar Singh and San-

tosh Kumar, were carrying gold

and silver ornaments in three

bags.

Begusarai range deputy

inspector general (DIG) Rajesh

Kumar said that the three jewel-

lers alighted from Kathgodam

Express at the Barauni junction.

“...We suspect the miscreants

had prior knowledge of arrival of

the stock of gold from Kolkata

and targeted the businessmen.

There is a possibility that some-

one known to the jewellers might

have tipped off the robbers. All

angles are being probed,” the

DIG said.

On their way to Begusarai, the

SUV was intercepted at Thakuri-

chak by the criminals. Police

said the assailants, riding a black

motorbike, fired at the jewellers

sitting inside the SUV soon after

intercepting the vehicle and took

away the bags containing the

jewellery. The SUV driver died

on the spot and Soni and Santosh

Kumar were injured in the

shooting

“We suspect that the crimi-

nals were following the jewellers

after they alighted from the train

at Barauni station in the morn-

ing...,” said a police officer

engaged in the investigation.

The police are studying CCTV

footage  to identify the robbers.

The police said that based on pre-

liminary investigations and

statements given by one of the

jewellers, the ornaments were

estimated to be worth ₹25 crore.

The Garhara police have regis-

tered a case.

Armed robbers kill one, flee with 
jewellery worth ₹25 cr in Bihar

HT Correspondent
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  Indian authorities

have informed their Russian

counterparts that the Kudan-

kulam nuclear power plant was

secure following reports of a

recent cyber attack and that

measures had been put in place to

prevent a repeat of such inci-

dents, a top Russian diplomat

said on Tuesday.

A part of a network at the

Kudankulam in Tamil Nadu,

India’s largest civil nuclear facil-

ity, was breached earlier this

year during a hacking attack

believed to have originated on

foreign soil. The attack did not

compromise critical systems

linked to the functioning of the

plant but compromised the facil-

ity’s administrative network.

“NPCIL has assured us that

the plant is safe. Measures have

been taken to prevent a repeat of

such events...There is nothing to

worry about,” Roman Babush-

kin, the deputy chief of the Rus-

sian mission in New Delhi, told

reporters. “We are working with

Indian agencies to stop any fur-

ther attacks and the agencies of

the two countries are interacting

regularly,” he said, adding cyber

security and information secu-

rity was one of the key areas of

cooperation between India and

Russia.

Russia’s state-run firm Atom-

stroyexport is playing a key role

in the construction of the

6,000-MW Kudankulam project,

which will have six VVER-1000

nuclear reactors supplied by

Moscow. Two of the reactors are

currently operational, two more

are being constructed and pre-

liminary work and planning has

started for the remaining two.

R E P O R T S  O F  CY B E R  AT TAC K

Kudankulam plant safe, Russia told 

Press Trust of India
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  A Delhi court has

issued a bailable warrant

against Congress leader Shashi

Tharoor for not appearing in a

criminal defamation complaint

against him over his alleged

‘scorpion on Shivling’ remarks

referring to Prime Minister

Narendra Modi. Chief Metropol-

itan Magistrate Naveen Kumar

Kashyap on Monday issued the

warrant against the Congress

leader noting that neither Tha-

roor nor his counsel appeared

before the court.

 The magistrate also imposed

a fine of ~500 on the complain-

ant, Delhi BJP leader Rajiv Bab-

b a r ,  w h o  a l s o  d i d  n o t

appear.“Neither com-

plainant nor his

main counsel is

present.  An

exemption appli-

cation is moved

on behalf of the

complainant. The

same is vague,” the

court said.

Warrant against 
Shashi Tharoor in   
defamation case 

Srinivasa Rao Apparasu
n letters@hindustantimes.com

HYDERABAD:  A couple allegedly

set their 42-year-old son on fire

as he used to regularly harass

them for property in Telan-

gana’s Warangal (Rural) dis-

trict on Tuesday, police said.

The deceased, Kadari

Mahesh Chandra, was an alco-

holic, police said.

The accused have been iden-

tified as K Prabhakar and his

wife, Vimala.

Damera sub-inspector of

police U Bhaskar Reddy said

that Chandra, a labourer, had

been harassing his parents to

part with his share of their prop-

erty for some time. “Every day,

he used to come home in an ine-

briated condition and beat up

his parents, wife and children--

a daughter in Class 12 and a son

in Class 7. Unable to bear his

harassment, his wife left for her

parents’ house along with her

children two months ago,”

Reddy said.

According to police, at

around 7 pm on Tuesday, Chan-

dra came home in an inebriated

condition and picked up quarrel

with his parents. “Frustrated

with him, Prabhakar and

Vimala tied his hands, doused

him with petrol and set him

ablaze. He died within min-

utes,” Reddy said.Police have

taken the parents into custody.

“We have shifted the body to the

local government hospital for

post-mortem examination.

Right now, we are questioning

the parents and are yet to regis-

ter the case,” Reddy said.

Parents burn alive 
son who harassed 
them, say police 

Rezaul H Laskar
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI : The visit to India of at

least five delegations from China

is yet to go ahead because of a

delay in issuance of visas, people

familiar with developments said

on Tuesday.

The delegations, mostly from

provincial governments across

China and including one from

various universities, had been

expected to travel to the country

in November and there is now a

question mark on whether the

visits will happen this year, the

people cited above said.

The visits were being orga-

nised as part of enhanced con-

tacts that had been proposed fol-

lowing meetings of the India-

China high-level mechanism on

cultural and people-to-people

exchanges. The body, co-chaired

by the foreign ministers of the

two countries, has met twice

since December last year.

“As of now, there is no clarity

on when the visas will be issued

and whether the visits, which

are already delayed, will happen

within this year,” said a person

on condition of anonymity.

The reason for the delay in the

issue of visas for the delegations

could not immediately be ascer-

tained. There was no word on the

development from Indian offi-

cials.

A second person, who too

declined to be named, said there

was a set procedure for issuing

visas to members of visiting for-

eign delegations and this was

being followed in these cases too.

The people cited above clari-

fied that a proposed visit of a Chi-

nese business delegation to par-

ticipate in the China-India

Forum to be held in New Delhi

during November 13-14 had been

put off because of technical rea-

sons, and not because of denial of

visas.

The eighth edition of the busi-

ness meet was being jointly orga-

nised by FICCI and the Interna-

tional Business Linkage Forum

(IBLF). A message posted on

IBLF’s website said: “Due to

unforeseen circumstances we

have been advised to postpone

the Forum for the time being. We

apologise for the inconvenience

caused. We hope to announce the

new event date soon.” It did not

give further details. 

A Chinese delegation of about

70 members had been expected to

join the event. 

India-China relations were

buffeted earlier this year by Bei-

jing’s strong support for Islama-

bad after New Delhi’s August 5

decision to revoke Jammu and

Kashmir’s special status and

reorganise the state into two

union territories. China opposed

the creation of the union terri-

tory of Ladakh despite India’s

contention that the changes had

no implications for the country’s

external borders.

Visa delay stalls Chinese delegations’ visits
THE EIGHTH EDITION OF 
THE BUSINESS MEET 
WAS BEING JOINTLY 
ORGANISED BY FICCI 
AND THE INTERNATIONAL 
BUSINESS LINKAGE 
FORUM  (IBLF)

PACE NEWS Hindustan Times Media Marketing Initiative

G.D. Goenka Public School, Sector-9 Rohini
hosted ‘Resplendence’, an amalgamation of
various activities. The school hosted competitors
from notable schools from in and around Rohini.
The event was a perfect blend of competitions
namely ‘Leaving your Footprints’, ‘Let’s Unveil the
Mystery’, ‘Robomania’, ‘Future Entrepreneurs’,
‘Character Dramatisation’ and many more. The
Academic Director Sweyta Mishra, Principal Dr.
Shipra Kumar, welcomed the eminent judges. The
Principal declared the competition open with a
motivating speech where she emphasised on the
importance of leadership qualities and competitive
spirit. The judges were impressed by the
commendable performance of the participants.

Mother’s Global School, Preet Vihar carried out a
project tilted ‘Sustainable City – Challenges
checkmated’ with special focus on Waste
Management, Human Resource Management and
Transport and Mobility. Students made an earnest
effort to explore and analyse the challenges faced by
countries in setting up a sustainable city and the
viable solutions through activities under this project
which included presentation and group discussion,
book mark making, smart toons, virtual modeling and
blog writing. The culmination of the project was
marked by an interschool fest ‘YES (Youth
empowered for Sustainability)’ cum Expert Talk. The
resource person for the expert talk was Sorit Gupto,
Editor, Gobar Times, published by Centre for Science
and Environment. enlightened the students.

It was a great moment
of pride for educators
to attend the 25th
Sahodaya Conference
and celebration of 90

years of the Central Board of
Secondary Education in the Vigyan
Bhawan. One of the highlights of
inauguration was the release of the
book “Transformation and
Engagement – Practitioners’
Perspectives”. The Minister of Human
Resource Development, Ramesh
Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ released the first
book of essays and case studies
conceived by the C.B.S.E. Present on
the occasion were Amit Khare, I.A.S,
Secretary, Department of School
Education and Literacy, Ministry of
Human Resource Development, Anita
Karwal, I.A.S., Chairperson, Central
Board of Secondary Education, Dr.
Joseph Emannuel, Director,

Sustainable City Project Made by Students
of Mother’s Global School, Preet Vihar

25th Sahodaya Conference and Celebrations of 90 years of CBSE

G.D. Goenka Public School, Sector-9
Rohini, Hosts ‘Resplendence’

Department of
English, Ramanujan
College and Dr. Melva
Pope, Associate
Professor, Department
of English, St. John’s
College. The content
of the book has been
crowdsourced from
Principals and
Teachers of the
C.B.S.E. schools
across the country.
The Chairperson in
her address said that
the book would be a
tool for learning,
experimenting and
replicating of new
ideas that would
re-engineer pedagogy
and classroom
transaction.

Academics, C.B.S.E. and Anurag Tripathi,
Secretary, CBSE. This was a
collaborative initiative of the Central Board
of Secondary Education and National
Progressive Schools’ Conference. Dr.
Ameeta Mulla Wattal, Principal,
Springdales School, the editor was
supported by the editorial team of Malini
Narayanan, Chairperson, N.P.S.C.,
Principal, Army Public School, Rachna
Pant, Principal, Ramjas School, Sadhana
Bhalla, Principal, Mira Model School, Dr.
Nirmalya Samanta, Associate Professor,
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Reforming India’s broken 
criminal justice system
India’s politicians seem to prefer a system they can 

manipulate. But if there is a will to reform, here is a way

W
hy does social policy need objec-
tive indicators? Why measure
failures and successes of policies
or institutions like the police or

the courts? Well, what is measured has a bet-
ter chance of getting done. This debate was
recently revived after the Nobel Prize was
conferred on economists Abhijit Banerjee,
Esther Duflo and Michael Kremer for their
evidence-based trials for poverty mitigation.

The trio has been successful in translating
field-based evidence into actionable public
policy insights. But what if optimum data-
based indicators fail to influence policy?
Clearly, objective data is essential but data per

se does not automatically lead to improved
policies. That is precisely what is happening
to a mountain of data we have collected about
India’s criminal justice system. The National
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) has been
doing so since 1986. Similarly, since 1978, suc-
cessive law commissions have used empirical
evidence to give concrete recommendations
but judicial pendency, delays and backlogs
have only worsened.

One explanation is that our political class
prefers a criminal justice system which they
can manipulate. A shocking 43% of current
parliamentarians are facing criminal char-
ges, up by 26% since 2014. The situation is
worse in many assemblies. True, the police
can be ruthless in their handling of people and
situations, but they happen to be the favourite
scapegoats, even punching bags, when things
go wrong. Politicians in power are blasé about
using the system to frame their opponents or
to exonerate thugs among party cadres. No
wonder, state after state, and party after polit-
ical party, has wilfully violated the Supreme
Court guidelines for police reforms in the
landmark Prakash Singh judgment of 2006. 

But what about objective data on the crimi-
nal justice system, its infrastructure, diver-
sity, capacity or under-utilisation of budgets?
It seems the evidence and policies have man-
aged to work at cross-purposes. Without
exception, the prisons are overcrowded, the
judicial system is overloaded and the constitu-
tional right of legal aid is a distant dream. The
nation should be worried as reforms could be
moving in the opposite direction.

To an extent, this has been a failure of
India’s advocacy groups, its influential legal
community, media, and peoples’ movements.
The judiciary has issued occasional guide-
lines, but has avoided demanding action on
the ground or punishing deliberate default-
ers, whose lists have been submitted to the
courts. Also missing, sadly, is the pressure
from below, like a groundswell of voter senti-
ment which the parties would ignore at their
own peril. Somehow, the reality has to sink in
that India cannot become a prosperous and
economic superpower on the back of an anti-
quated criminal justice system. 

The India Justice Report (IJR) is an attempt
to join the dots between our expectations and
ground realities. It is designed to reshuffle the
same mountain of data that we have been col-
lecting for decades to provide stimulus to all
those policymakers, advocacy groups and

other stakeholders who wish to pursue a peo-
ple-centric justice system. A joint effort of
many civil society groups, IJR provides incen-
tives to those rare politicians who might like
to bell the cat or score over rivals and compet-
ing states. The Opposition can use the same
data as ammunition if they wish to arrest their
state’s decline.

The report measures the performances of
individual states according to their capacities
to deliver justice and ranks them in a compa-
rable, all India Index. It uses weights and bal-
ances to iron out systemic incongruities to
make comparisons possible. As a result, the
same government data becomes much more
coherent, comparable and actionable for poli-
cymakers. The study concentrates on sys-
temic wants rather than needs which, in any
case, is the first step towards reforms.

For instance, it is known that no state has
fulfilled its quota (33%) of women personnel
but the report shows that instead of closing the
gender gap, most states are showing nominal
progress. Most states fail to meet the quotas
for the SC, ST and OBCs, while working much
below their sanctioned strengths. Unfortu-
nately, the NCRB has ceased to report Muslim
representation in the police forces since 2013,
which was earlier in the range of 3% to 5% of
the overall force, much below the proportion
of their population. 

So dismal is the state of their training or
capacity building (only 6.4% of all policemen
got any training) that we should be surprised
if they show any success or sensitivity in solv-
ing crimes.

At the end of the report, editor Maja Daruw-
ala, a veteran of justice system reforms, offers
seven nudges. These include  assessing the
human resource gap and filling vacancies;
ensuring representation of diverse, margina-
lised groups; increasing the availability of jus-
tice services in rural areas; ensuring budgets
to every element of the justice system; having
periodical reviews; improving transparency;
and having regular empirical research for
more informed policymaking. Together, these
could help reform India’s broken criminal jus-
tice system. 

Vipul Mudgal is director, Common Cause,
a partner in India Justice Report

The views expressed are personal

n India cannot become a superpower on the 
back of an antiquated criminal justice 
system HT FILE PHOTO

GOPALKRISHNA GANDHI

incidentally

I
t is now less than one year before the
next United States (US) presidential
election in 2020. Whether or not Donald
Trump wins a second four-year term or

loses to a Democratic challenger, a major
question confronting the rest of the world —
including India — is to what degree Trump’s
foreign policies will outlive his presidency.

Assessing Trump’s foreign policy is
inherently challenging. The high noise-to-
signal ratio in his public pronouncements —
whether in interviews, in rallies, or on Twit-
ter — has a distortive effect. But so do per-
sonal grievances and intense political polar-
isation. Members of the US foreign policy fir-
mament — those who traditionally
interpreted the US for the rest of the world —
are no longer impartial actors, and are often
viscerally and emotionally opposed to
Trump (Republicans sometimes more than
Democrats). It is little surprise then that
both US allies such as Germany, Canada, the
United Kingdom, and South Korea and
adversaries such as China have often funda-
mentally misread the current presidency.

But enough time has now elapsed to dis-
cern the broad contours of a Trump doc-
trine. It includes at least three key features.
The first is a deep scepticism of multilateral-
ism and a consequent emphasis on burden-
sharing; the belief that other countries must
do more to secure global public goods.
Trump’s unilateralism is manifested in the
US’ withdrawal from the Trans-Pacific Part-
nership, Paris Climate Agreement, and Iran
nuclear deal. His strident calls for burden-
sharing have jarred NATO allies, but have
also extended to exhortations to India and
others to do more to stabilise Afghanistan
and secure the Persian Gulf.

A second key feature of Trump’s foreign
policy has involved bringing adversarial
relationships into sharper focus. The four
key competitors regularly identified in US
national security documents are China,
Iran, Russia, and North Korea. While rela-
tions with the former two have become more
hostile, Trump has made unsuccessful
efforts to engage the latter two. An outreach
to Moscow has been stymied by Russian
political interference, domestic polarisa-
tion, and the orthodoxies of the US national
security establishment.

Amid such heightened competition,
Trump has adopted a somewhat paradoxical
approach to the use of force. On the one
hand, he is eager to bring an end to long-term
US military obligations — so-called “endless

Will Trump’s foreign 
policy outlive his term?
His imprint on trade, security and Asia policy could last. 

His influence on immigration, climate change may not
wars” — in Syria and Afghanistan, although
he has often been frustrated by his advisers.
At the same time, Trump has been more
willing to use force to achieve limited politi-
cal objectives. This includes authorising the
provision of lethal weaponry to Ukraine,
more frequent freedom of navigation opera-
tions by the US Navy in the South China Sea,
the use of the largest non-nuclear bomb in
the US arsenal to strike Islamic State terror-
ists in Afghanistan, and the recent operation
to kill Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi.

The third major pillar of the Trump doc-
trine involves resetting the terms of eco-
nomic engagement with the rest of the
world. The ongoing trade war with China
may not yet have produced a deal with Bei-
jing, but the new attitude to trade has
resulted in an updated North American free
trade agreement: the US-Mexico-Canada
Agreement (USMCA). In the absence of
immigration reform, the Trump adminis-
tration has also implemented a hard (and
often brutal) crackdown on illegal immigra-
tion and a more stringent enforcement of
legal migration.

Some of these changes will be seen in
hindsight as aberrations, but others will
fundamentally alter US engagement with
the world. No Democratic presidential can-
didate today can throw his or her full sup-
port behind free trade, open-ended military
expeditions, or a disproportionately large
role for the US in international security. In
that sense, the unilateral moment in inter-
national politics may be well and truly over.

At the same time, a more competitive, and
possibly adversarial, footing with China
enjoys considerable bipartisan consensus,
coloured by the Hong Kong protests, large-
scale incarcerations in Xinjiang, and self-
censorship on China by US companies
(including the National Basketball Associa-
tion). Antagonism towards Russia is also
deeply entrenched in US politics, meaning
that the strategic logic that once prompted
the Nixon Administration to reach out to
Beijing to cleave a wedge with Moscow will
be difficult to replicate (although this time in
reverse).

It is consequently hard to envision
another Republican president in the near
future promoting very different policies
from Trump. The changes would be more to
style than to substance. By contrast, pro-
gressive Democrats’ drive for a “Green New
Deal”, their condemnation of Saudi Arabia
for the war in Yemen, and sharpening iden-
tity politics suggest that a Democratic presi-
dent would likely adopt very different
approaches to climate change, Iran, and
immigration.

Trump may, consequently, be seen in
hindsight as having fundamentally altered
US trade, security, and Asia policy, even if
his imprint on immigration, climate change,
and West Asia may prove more ephemeral.
These dynamics will be important for the
rest of the world — and not least observers in
India — to appreciate. For New Delhi, any
structural changes in US foreign policy will
create certain long-term opportunities,
including for military cooperation with the
US. But they may also contribute to a vac-
uum that — at least in its broader neigh-
bourhood — India will have little choice but
to fill.

Dhruva Jaishankar is director of the US Initiative at
the Observer Research Foundation.

The views expressed are personal

THREE FEATURES OF THE TRUMP 

DOCTRINE CAN BE IDENTIFIED. 

THE FIRST IS SCEPTICISM OF 

MULTILATERALISM. THE SECOND 

IS FOCUSING ON ADVERSARIAL 

RELATIONS. AND THE THIRD IS 

RESETTING THE TERMS OF 

ECONOMIC ENGAGEMENT

E STA B L I S H E D   I N  1 9 24§ §

O
n Tuesday afternoon, based on a recommendation

by the governor of Maharashtra, Bhagat Singh

Koshiyari, the Union government decided to recom-

mend the imposition of President’s rule in the state.

The President signed off on this later in the evening.

The governor’s office said he was satis-

fied that a government in the state

could not be carried on in accordance

with the Constitution. This, then, entailed the use of Article 356,

which brings the state under central rule.

The state’s political theatre has indeed been fluid. Close to

three weeks after the assembly election results came out, no gov-

ernment has been formed. The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

said it did not have the numbers when it could not muster the

support of the Shiv Sena. The Sena could not get letters of sup-

port from the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) and the Con-

gress in the time allotted to it to stake claim. And it was not clear

if the NCP, which had been asked by the governor to show if it

had adequate support, would have the numbers either. 

Yet, the governor’s report was politically unsound and legally

questionable. To be sure, the governor has discretion, especially

in a political context where no party or alliance has an outright

majority, but this discretion has to be used wisely. His task is to

exhaust all possibilities of government formation before recom-

mending the use of Article 356. In Maharashtra, this was not the

case. The possibilities of an alliance government were alive, and

the political process should have been allowed to take its course.

There may have been delays, but negotiations among possible

partners — the Sena, NCP, and Congress — were still in progress.

While the governor gave 48 hours to the BJP, he gave 24 hours to

the Sena, and, in effect, less than 16 hours to the NCP, to show the

letters of support. A level playing field would have been more

just. Indeed, both the Sena and the NCP did ask for more time —

48 hours. There may have eventually been an impasse, which

would have necessitated President’s rule. But the process with

which it has been done now is hasty, leading to questions about

the governor’s impartiality and a suit in the Supreme Court. The

BJP, at the Centre, should have waited too, for the current deci-

sion can be seen as a move to keep rivals out.

Maharashtra: A 
flawed decision 
President’s rule is hasty. The 
governor should have waited

§

T
he Index of Industrial Production (IIP) contracted on a

year-on-year basis by 4.3% in September. This is the

second consecutive month of a dip in industrial output.

The last time IIP growth was negative for two consecu-

tive months was in March and April 2012. The  economy was then

caught in a three-pronged crisis. Growth was slowing, inflation

was increasing, and both fiscal and external deficits were rising.

The economy is not fragile today but it is also not well. GDP

growth in the quarter ending June 2019 was 5%. Industry growth

was just 2.7%, and manufacturing, a paltry 0.6%. The economic

performance in the September quarter could be worse. 

How did this happen? In 2012, the economy was still coming to

terms with a sudden external shock, especially in terms of export

demand, due to the global financial crisis. Crude oil prices were

above $100 per barrel. Although the global economy is not doing

very well today, there has been no sudden adverse movement.

Crude prices are at comfortable levels. In other words, external

shocks do not explain the current slowdown.

There are two domestic factors at play. The first is a large-

scale push for formalisation in the economy through demoneti-

sation and Goods and Services Tax. The idea was to widen the tax

base. The slowdown, which has accompanied these policies,

seems to suggest that rather than becoming a part of the formal

sector and augmenting revenue, the informal sector has taken a

big hit and is perhaps dragging down even the formal sector.

Why did this happen? The costs, which come along with formali-

sation, might have jeopardised the viability of many informal

businesses. The second is the squeeze on farm incomes through

low inflation. This has hurt the purchasing power of farmers.

More than half the fiscal year is over. The government ought to

address these two factors, rather than trying to pump-prime the

economy through policies aimed at boosting the formal sector.

The economic 
contraction

There is a way out. Focus on the informal 
sector and rural incomes

ourtake
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a new site measuring five acres to be handed
over to the Waqf Board together. Not to do so
would be violative of the orders.

The second — effectuation — is about tangi-
ble action on the ground. What the court has
said is that intentions are not enough, what is
required is tangible, palpable, hard-as-land
action on the ground. 

The third — supplemental — seems to point
to funding. Is it saying that the State must
apply itself to the question: How are the two
constructions to be funded? Will the State
place funds at the disposal of the Trust and the

Waqf Board for the construction or will those
come from public contributions? Does the
Constitution of India permit State funding of
places of worship? 

But by far, the most important “far-sight”
contained in the judgment is in what it says
about the Babri Masjid’s demolition: “…the
entire structure of the mosque was brought
down in a calculated act of destroying a place
of public worship. The Muslims have been
wrongly deprived of a mosque which had been
constructed well over 450 years ago.” 

In this lies a great forward-looking injunc-
tion to those who have made no secret of their
intention to repeat Babri Masjid-style demoli-
tions elsewhere. The Supreme Court has
made such intentions unlawful. And, in a
sense, it has augmented heritage conserva-
tion norms by giving to them a theological
dimension, by saying that the premeditated
destruction of a house of worship is not to be
countenanced.

We who are elated by the judgment must
ponder, carefully, the following chastising
words in it: “This Court in the exercise of its
powers under Article 142 of the Constitution
must ensure that a wrong committed must be
remedied. Justice would not prevail if the
Court were to overlook the entitlement of the
Muslims who have been deprived of the struc-
ture of the mosque through means which
should not have been employed in a secular
nation committed to the rule of law.”

And all constitutionalists must draw heart
from them.

Gopalkrishna Gandhi is distinguished professor
of history and politics, Ashoka University

The views expressed are personal

N
ow that the Supreme Court has
decided that the Ram temple
will be built on the Ayodhya
site, and a mosque is to come up
on an alternative site of five
acres in “a prominent place” in

Ayodhya, the right thing to do is what S Rad-
hakrishnan advised: dirgham pasyatu, ma

hrasvam (Look far ahead, be not short-
sighted). 

Anything else will be a waste of time.
That looking ahead requires, however,

looking at the judgment’s small print closely.
Article 142 of the Constitution is central to

this. It is, in fact, the backbone of the judg-
ment. A broad brush enabling article, it
empowers the Supreme Court to pass any
order necessary “for doing complete justice in
any cause”. And, it is within the terms of this
article that the court has ordered the creation
of a Trust for the construction of the temple.

A Trust is to be formed, it has ordered,
within three months of the verdict to get the
temple project going. This has been clearly
understood. The Supreme Court has also said
that “simultaneously, with the handing over
of the disputed property to the Trust”, the cen-
tral government or the state government
“shall hand over to the Central Sunni Waqf
Board”, the land at “a suitable prominent
place in Ayodhya” for the construction of the
mosque. 

Along with these orders, the court has

passed a few vital consequential orders. The
court said the following unambiguously:

One, the handing over of the disputed site to
the temple trust and the handing over of an
alternative site to the Sunni Waqf Board
should be done simultaneously. That is to say,
it has intertwined the two operations. It has
made the two exercises coextensive, coeval,
coterminous. It has made them a concurrent
activity.

Two, on the agency for doing this, the ver-
dict has left an option open: Central govern-
ment or state government. This is broad-
minded in a sense, but can be problematic in
terms of the listed jurisdictions as per the
Union, State and Concurrent Lists . “The Cen-
tral Government and the State Government
shall act in consultation with each other to
effectuate the above allotment in the period
stipulated.” That — effectuation within three
months — is the key.

Three, that Trust is also to be empowered
by government in a way that enables it to pro-
ceed with the “construction of a temple and all
necessary, incidental and supplemental mat-
ters”. 

Three words emerging from these three
stipulations become crucial: simultaneously,
effectuation, supplemental. 

The first — simultaneously — is about the
timing. The court has left the State with no
option. It must arrange for the disputed site to
be handed over to the new Trust (or body), and

Work simultaneously for both parties, ensure 
tangible action, and answer questions on funding

The core of the Ayodhya judgment

n The most important “far-sight” in the 
judgment was the court’s recognition that
the Muslims were wronged in 1992 HT
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  world
WE ARE EXPERIENCING AN UNPRECEDENTED CRISIS 
IN OUR INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM.

> EMMANUEL MACRON, French president, urging new alliances to solve global problems

shortstories

CHINA TO PLAY KEY ROLE IN BUILDING 
BANGLADESH’S FIRST SMART CITY
BEIJING: A Chinese company will play a key role in building Bangladesh’s first 
smart city and the biggest planned township on the outskirts of Dhaka, 
including a mega water project which will divert water from the Meghna 
river to the settlement. The project comes in the backdrop of Beijing pump-
ing in billions of dollars in building the populous country’s ports, power 
stations and roads, and a recent clash between Chinese and local workers at 
a China-funded power station. The town is reportedly being developed as 
the first smart city in Bangladesh. SUTIRTHO PATRANOBIS

BOLIVIAN EX-PREZ 
BEGINS EXILE 
LA PAZ: Bolivia’s former president 
Evo Morales was en route to exile 
in Mexico on Tuesday, leaving 
behind a country in turmoil after 
his abrupt resignation as presi-
dent. The senator set to succeed 
him in the interim, Jeanine Anez, 
pledged to call fresh elections to 
end the political crisis. Morales 
left the country on a military 
plane sent for him by Mexico, 
which granted him political 
asylum for his safety. Mexican 
foreign minister Marcelo Ebrard 
confirmed Morales was on the 
plane. AFP

SPAIN: PODEMOS, 
SOCIALISTS AGREE
MADRID: Spain’s Socialists and 
the radical leftwing Podemos on 
Tuesday agreed in principle to 
form a coalition government in 
what would be the first such 
power-sharing deal in the 
country’s modern history. The 
announcement came days after 
Spain held elections, from which 
Socialist Prime Minister Pedro 
emerged a winner but weakened, 
with the far-right Vox trans-
formed into parliament’s third-
largest party. A government 
would need the support of other 
factions. AGENCIES

WASHINGTON:  Indian-Americans are “just good at being 
Americans”, says Nikki Haley, former US ambassador to 
the UN, in a new book, With All Due Respect, out on 
Tuesday. She also talked up US ties with India, which 
she believes are rooted in commitment in combating 
terrorism and preventing Afghanistan and Pakistan 
from sheltering terrorists. Also, the former envoy 
slammed Pakistan for harbouring “terrorists that go 
out and try to kill our American soldiers”.  HTC

‘INDIAN-AMERICANS ARE JUST 
GOOD AT BEING AMERICANS’

n TRAGEDY IN BANGLADESH: Two trains rammed into each 
other in Bangladesh on Tuesday, killing at least 16 people 
and injuring nearly 60. Three coaches were sent crashing
off the tracks at the Mondobhag station in the town of 
Kasba when a Dhaka-bound Turna Nishitha and Udayan 
Express bound for Chittagong collided. Cranes and other 
lifting gear were brought in to rescue trapped passengers,
many of whom were asleep at the time of the deadly crash.
A railway official in Bangladesh told reporters that faulty 
signals may have caused the accident. AP

16 DIE IN TRAIN CRASH

JIMMY CARTER 
HOSPITALISED 
WASHINGTON: Former US presi-
dent Jimmy Carter was hospital-
ised on Monday for a procedure 
to relieve brain pressure after 
recent falls, The Carter Center 
said. The 95-year-old “was 
admitted to Emory University 
Hospital this evening for a 
procedure to relieve pressure on 
his brain, caused by bleeding due 
to his recent falls”, The Carter 
Center said in a statement, adding 
that the procedure would take 
place on Tuesday morning. 
“President Carter is resting 
comfortably,” it said. AP

‘DROUGHT KILLED 
200 ELEPHANTS’  
HARARE: Zimbabwe’s parks 
agency said more than 200 
elephants died amid a severe 
drought, and a mass relocation of 
animals is planned to ease 
congestion. Spokesman Tinashe 
Farawo on Tuesday said at least 
200 elephants died in the vast 
Hwange National Park alone since 
October and other parks are 
affected. He said animals includ-
ing giraffe, buffalo and impala are 
also dying and the situation can 
improve only if it rains. It plans to 
move 600 elephants, two prides 
of lions and other animals. AP

Agencies
n letters@hindustantimes.com

HONG KONG: Hong Kong pro-de-

mocracy protesters fought

intense battles with riot police on

a university campus and para-

lysed the city’s upmarket busi-

ness district on Tuesday, extend-

ing one of the most violent

stretches of unrest seen in more

than five months of political

chaos.

The confrontations followed a

particularly brutal day on Mon-

day, when police shot a protester

and a man was set on fire, prompt-

ing calls from western powers for

compromise but further fury in

China against any challenge to its

rule. The city’s universities

emerged as a new flashpoint

throughout on Tuesday with sus-

tained clashes at major campuses

for the first time.

The epicentre was the Chinese

University of Hong Kong where

the usually placid hillside

grounds were turned into a bat-

tlefield.

Police fired repeated volleys of

tear gas and rubber bullets at

hundreds of protesters who had

built barricades ending an hours-

long stand-off between the two

sides. Protesters responded with

bricks and petrol bombs, while a

vehicle used in a barricade was

set alight.

After a brief hiatus in which

faculty staff tried to mediate, new

clashes broke in the evening with

flames lighting up the night sky

and fresh rounds of tear gas whiz-

zing through the air.

Police used a water cannon

truck in an attempt to dislodge

protesters but they remained

behind their makeshift shield

walls. There were smaller

clashes on three other university

campuses throughout the day.

HK cops, students clash all day
FLASHPOINTS University campus, 
business district emerge as new 
battlegrounds as unrest continues

n A riot police officer detains a student during clashes in Hong Kong while another cop stands guard. AP

DOUBLE DELIGHT FOR ASTRONOMY FANS

n Stargazers had a gala time on Monday, thanks to two 
phenomena. In scenes broadcast live by SpaceX, the company 
launched 60 mini-satellites (top) in a bid to build a constellation 
of orbiting devices. Also, Mercury (right) skipped across the face
of the Sun in a rare transit. SPACE.COM VIDEO GRAB/ AP

LOS ANGELES:  The team that is all 

set to bring Hollywood icon 

James Dean back to life - digi-

tally - is now forming a com-

pany that aims to resurrect 

other legends as well, as 

reported by Variety.

According to the report, 

CMG Worldwide has merged 

with Observe Media to create 

Worldwide XR, which wants to 

bring “digital humans to tradi-

tional film as well as aug-

mented and virtual reality”.

It was reported last week 

that James Dean, who died at 

the age of 24 in a car crash in 

1955, is being brought back to 

the big screen with the help of 

visual effects for the Vietnam 

era flick Finding Jack.

The Variety says World-

wide XR holds the rights for 

over 400 celebrities. It will ena-

ble creators to bring back 

icons like Bettie Page, Burt 

Reynolds and Andre The 

Giant, sports legends like Lou 

Gehrig, and artists like Maya 

Angelou.

“Influencers will come and

go, but legends will never die,” 

Worldwide XR CEO Travis 

Cloyd told Variety. AGENCIES

After James Dean, more icons set to ‘come alive’
BLAST FROM THE PAST

n A portrait of James Dean hangs from a fence near an intersection 
of highways in Cholame, California. REUTERS/FILE

Associated Press
n letters@hindustantimes.com

KABUL:  Afghan President Ashraf

Ghani on Tuesday announced

that his government has released

three Taliban figures in an effort

to get the insurgents to free an

American and an Australian pro-

fessor they abducted in 2016.

At a press event, Ghani said the

“conditional release” was a hard

decision he felt he had to make in

the interest of the Afghan people.

The announcement comes at a

sensitive time for Ghani, as US

President Donald Trump halted

talks between the US and the Tali-

ban in September, after a particu-

larly deadly spate of Taliban

attacks, including a Kabul sui-

cide bombing that killed a US sol-

dier. 

The three members of the Tali-

ban-linked Haqqani network that

Ghani said were being released

include Anas Haqqani, Haji Mali

Khan and Hafiz Rashid. 

The three Taliban figures were

under the custody of the Afghan

government, Ghani said, and

were held at the Bagram prison,

an air base that also houses US

troops just outside Kabul.

“In a demonstration of respect

for humanity by the government

and nation of Afghanistan, we

decided to conditionally release

these three Taliban prisoners,”

Ghani said.

The two captives held by the

Taliban - an American identified

as Kevin King and an Australian

man identified as Timothy

Weekes - were abducted in 2016

outside the American University

in Kabul where they both work as

teachers.

3 Taliban leaders released for 
US and Oz captives: Ghani

SAN FRANCISCO: Alphabet Inc’s Goo-

gle has signed its biggest cloud

computing customer in health

care to date, in a deal giving it

access to data sets that could help

it tune potentially lucrative artifi-

cial intelligence (AI) tools.

Google and Ascension, which

operates 150 hospitals and more

than 50 senior living facilities

across the US, said the health care

provider would move some data

and analytics tools in its facilities

to Google’s servers.

The deal was mentioned in

Google’s July earnings call, but

drew scrutiny on Monday after

the Wall Street Journal reported

that Google would gain personal

health-related information of

millions of Americans across 21

states.

The Journal reported that the

data involved in the project

includes lab results, doctor diag-

noses and hospitalisation

records, among other categories,

and amounts to a complete health

history, along with patient names

and dates of birth.

Google said in a blog post on

Monday that patient data “cannot

and will not be combined with

any Google consumer data”.

LABOUR PARTY SUFFERS 

MAJOR CYBERATTACK

LONDON: Britain’s main opposi-

tion Labour party said on Tues-

day it had suffered a “large-scale

cyber attack” which undermined

some of its campaign efforts for

next month’s election.

“We have experienced a

sophisticated and large-scale

cyber attack on Labour digital

platforms,” the party said in a

statement. AGENCIES

REPORT: GOOGLE 
IS SECRETLY 
COLLECTING 
HEALTH DATA

Agence France-Presse
n letters@hindustantimes.com

GAZA CITY (PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES): 
Israel’s military killed a com-

mander of the Palestinian mili-

tant group Islamic Jihad in a

strike on his home in the Gaza

Strip on Tuesday, triggering

exchanges of fire and fears of a

severe escalation in violence.

The targeted strike led to bar-

rages of retaliatory rocket fire

into Israel followed by Israeli air

raids, and Gaza’s health ministry

reported five people killed and 30

wounded in the Palestinian

enclave.

Israel said it targeted Islamic

Jihad militant sites as well as

rocket-launching squads in the

raids. The rocket fire into Israel

caused damage and several inju-

ries, with at least one rocket hit-

ting a house and another nar-

rowly missing passing cars on a

highway.

A factory in the city of Sderot

was also hit, sparking a fire.

Israeli medics said they had

treated 39 people. Reports that a

separate strike targeted an

Islamic Jihad member in Damas-

cus added to the day’s tensions.

Islamic Jihad confirmed one of

its officials, Akram Ajouri, was

targeted in Damascus, with Syr-

ian state news agency SANA

reporting an Israeli strike had hit

Ajouri’s home, “killing his son

Muadh and another person”.

The initial Israeli raid in Gaza

early on Tuesday, thought to

have been carried out by a drone,

killed Islamic Jihad commander

Baha Abu Al-Ata, 42.

Islamic Jihad confirmed his

death along with that of his wife.

Israel blamed Ata for recent

rocket fire into its territory and

said he was preparing further

attacks.

As the retaliatory rocket fire

followed, air raid sirens rang out

in various parts of Israel as resi-

dents took cover in bomb shel-

ters.

Israel’s military said on Tues-

day morning that around 50 rock-

ets had been fired at its territory

and air defences had intercepted

around 20 of them, but that num-

ber increased throughout the

day. Video spread online showing

the rocket that hit the highway at

Gan Yavne in Israel’s centre, nar-

rowly missing cars.

Islamic Jihad, allied to Hamas,

the Islamist movement that rules

Gaza, claimed responsibility for

rocket fire from the strip.

Violence in Gaza 
spirals after Israel 
kills jihadi leader

n RETALIATION: A rocket is fired 
from Gaza towards Israel on 
Tuesday. REUTERS

HT Correspondent
n letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: Though the number

of reported incidents of hate

crimes went down slightly in the

US from 2017 to 2018, according to

an FBI announcement on Tues-

day, the total number of attacks

against Sikhs went up by 200%.

The number of hate crime inci-

dents against Sikhs went up to 60

in 2018 from 20 in 2017, according

to the FBI’s annual hate crimes

report. Hate crimes against Sikhs

were the third highest, at 4.3%,

after those against Jews and Mus-

lims, who were first and second

largest with 56.9% and 14.6%

respectively.

Hate crimes against Sikhs

have been rising, partly because

they are often mistaken for West

Asians on account of their tur-

bans. American Sikhs have

reported widespread discrimina-

tion and targeting of members of

the community, which is esti-

mated to be around 500,000. They

believe the actual number of hate

crimes against Sikhs is far higher

than what people think.

“At the end of the day, this data

simply isn’t giving us the accu-

rate information we need to effec-

tively counteract hate against

targeted communities,” said Sim

Singh of Sikh Coalition, an advo-

cacy group.

The group cited an incident

from 2017 that was not included in

the data as proof of the under-re-

porting. “In 2017, a man shot more

than a dozen rounds towards a

van carrying five Sikh men in

Carson City, Nevada, wounding

Harmandeep Singh Shergill. The

attacker was convicted on four

counts with a hate crime

enhancement and sentenced to 34

years in prison. Nonetheless, the

assault does not appear in the

FBI’s 2017 data as a hate crime,” it

said in a statement.

Latest FBI data shows spike in 
anti-Sikh hate crimes in US

Yashwant Raj
n yashwant.raj@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON:  US President Donald

Trump has sought to discredit

officials who will be testifying

before congressional impeach-

ment investigators in public

hearings starting on Wednesday,

calling them “2nd and 3rd hand

witnesses” and “Never Trump-

ers”.

William Taylor, the first wit-

nesses scheduled to testify, is a

highly regarded former diplomat

who was called back to service by

US secretary of state Mike Pom-

peo to run the American embassy

in Kiev. Trump has a problem

with Taylor’s lawyer, who, he has

said is a “Never Trumper”.

Taylor and the others sched-

uled for the public hearings have

already testified in closed-door

sessions. Transcripts of those

hearings, which continue to be

released, show in detail how the

White House tried to force

Ukraine to investigate the US

president’s political rivals.

Trump has insisted he has

done nothing wrong. “Why is

such a focus put on 2nd and 3rd

hand witnesses, many of whom

are Never Trumpers, or whose

lawyers are Never Trumpers,

when all you have to do is read the

phone call (transcript) with the

Ukrainian President and see first

hand?” he tweeted on Tuesday,

on the eve of the start of the public

hearings.

Trump was referring to a July

25 phone call between him and

Ukrainian President Volodymyr

Zelensky, which is at the heart of

the ongoing impeachment

inquiry launched by the Demo-

cratic-led House of Representa-

tives in September. 

Ahead of public hearings, 
Trump mocks witnesses

WEDNESDAY FRIDAY

Open, televised 
hearings of the 
impeachment 
inquiry are set for 
Wednesday and 
Friday. Here’s all that 
you need to know

Open, televised 
hearings of the 
impeachment 
inquiry are set for 
Wednesday and 
Friday. Here’s all that 
you need to know

US IMPEACHMENT PROBE 
ENTERS A NEW PHASE
US IMPEACHMENT PROBE 
ENTERS A NEW PHASE

William Taylor
Washington's top
diplomat in Ukraine

George Kent
Deputy assistant 
secretary of state

Marie Yovanovitch
Former ambassador 
to Ukraine

n The Sun rises behind the US Capitol building.                       AFP/FILE

WHY ARE THE HEARINGS BEING HELD?
The Democratic Party wants to build a strong public case that Donald Trump 
abused his presidential powers by pressuring Ukraine to launch corruption 
investigations involving the son of Joe Biden, former vice-president, who is 
vying to be the Democratic candidate for the 2020 presidential election

HOW DO REPUBLICANS 
PLAN TO RESPOND?
n Republicans have painted the 
Democratic-led inquiry as a partisan 
exercise, with senior politician Devin 
Nunes saying Democrats were 
pursuing a "sham impeachment 
process" that has mistreated Trump
n They will seek to provide a 
different narrative for millions 
expected to watch the hearings

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
n The public hearings’ findings will 
be submitted to the House judiciary 
committee, which is expected to hold 
its own hearings
n Any articles of impeachment 
drafted by the committee would be 
sent to the House for a vote
n Any trial would take place in the 
Senate, which is controlled by 
Trump's Republican Party

WITNESSES TO BE RECALLED THIS WEEK

Reuters
n letters@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: Roula Khalaf will become

the first woman to edit the Finan-

cial Times in its 131-year history

after Lionel Barber, Britain’s

most senior financial journalist,

said he would step down.

Barber said on Tuesday he

would leave in January after 14

years as editor and 34 years at the

Nikkei-owned newspaper, which

had one million paying readers in

2019, with digital subscribers

accounting for more than 75% of

total circulation. 

Khalaf has served as deputy

editor, foreign editor and Middle

East editor during her more than

two decades at the salmon-pink

FT and in recent years has sought

to increase diversity in the news-

room and attract more female

readers. 

“It’s a great honour to be

appointed editor of the FT, the

greatest news organisation in the

world,” said Khalaf.

Financial Times 
names Khalaf as 
first female editor

n Roula Khalaf TWITTER
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